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Pan-Pan, Pan-Pan, Pan-Pan’', All
Stations, All Stations, All Stations

For twenty-one years, Friends of HMCS HAIDA has worked at fulfilling its
three fold mandate of helping to preserve HMCS HAIDA, educating the public
about naval history in general and the ship in particular and ensuring that
the ship remains a Naval Memorial and a focus of commemoration. It has

not always been easy — the move from Toronto to Hamilton was not without
pain — but we persevered. For years, the bulk of our support has come from
membership donations but a large portion has also come from government
and industry grants and sponsorships. Over the last few years, for any num-
ber of reasons, we have seen a steady decrease in that section of our funding.
One factor may be that the general public is often confused by the relation-
ship between Friends of HMCS HAIDA and Parks Canada and assumes that
everything that happens is fully funded by the federal government, which is
of course very far from the truth. To compound matters, during 2009 we had
a large and unexpected drain on our finances. To use a nautical analogy, the
pumps aren’t keeping up with the flooding. We are at a financial crossroads
where we have to decide either to seek new sources of funding or to seriously
reduce expenditures thus reducing what we can accomplish, or both.

While we are going to seek the help of a professional fundraiser, we have
always felt that members were the heart of our organization. We currently
have just over two hundred members but we have not good a good job of
keeping members or bringing back former members and particularly we have
not reached out aggressively to the larger Naval community. To that end,

we need your help. We will be producing new membership brochures and
sending them along to members. If every member took a copy of “Up Spirits”
or the membership brochure and passed them on to a friend or left them at a
club, mess or Legion, it would certainly help.

The next year will be critical in deciding the future of Friends of HMCS HAIDA,
and the response of our members and the Naval community will be instru-
mental in that decision.

' Pan-Pan is a radiotelephone proword that indicates a state of urgency that falls
short of the grave and imminent danger that would require Mayday.

New CO for HMCS
STAR returns to
FOH Board

Friends of HMCS HAIDA wel-
comed a new ex-officio Board
member this fall as LCdr
Shekhar Gothi takes over from
LCdr Dana Baars as the CO of
STAR. Shekhar, a naval reserv-
ist originally from Thunder Bay,
but formerly XO of HMCS STAR
and an elected Board Member
of FOH, has seen some inter-
esting deployments including
the Sudan and being buried in
the rubble of the collapsed UN
Headquarters in Haiti during the
recent earthquake.

Here LCdr Gothi is seen at an orphanage that
he volunteered at in Kenscoff, about a
45-minute drive from Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
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658 Catharine Street North
Hamilton ON L8L 4V7
905-523-0682

Email: hmcshaida@bellnet.ca
Website: www.hmcshaida.ca

“Up Spirits” is the newsletter of Friends
of HMCS HAIDA. Address all commu-
nications to the editor, Neil Bell, at the
above address.

Routine Orders

We focus on events on the ship or in the Hamilton area. If you would like your
event mentioned, please let us know. For more information about any of
these events, please contact the ship’s office at 905-523-0682.

HAMILTON’S

CENTENNIAL BALL

Michelangelo Banquet Centre

Saturday 30" October 2010

An expanding group of radio
amateurs, including your editor
(VA3SWWN), is hoping to build on all
the good work began years ago by
Jerry Proc and others in restoring the
radio facilities of HMCS HAIDA. Work
is underway on repairs to antenna
systems and, from time to time, the
ship is used as a broadcast site. Petty
Officer Kevin Clements from HMCS
STAR, using the call sign CF3NAVY,
recently worked the following 47
countries from HAIDA’s Radio One:

CF3NAVY
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Monday, 18th October

21st Annual General Meeting in the
messes at HMCS STAR followed im-
mediately afterwards by the Annual
Parks Canada Volunteer Appreciation
Event onboard the ship. Please see
the proxy form in this issue.

Saturday, 23 October

HMCS Haida Association Annual
General meeting will be held in the
messes at HMCS STAR starting at
13:00. Agenda to be provided at the
meeting.

Saturday, 30th October
HMCS STAR Naval Centennial Ball

ARUBA, AUSTRALIA, AZERBAIJAN,
AZORES, BELGIUM, BULGARIA, BRA-
ZIL, CANADA (all areas except NWT
and NU), CANARY ISLANDS, CZECH
REPUBLIC, CHILE, CORISICA, CRETE,
CUBA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, ESTO-
NIA, RUSSIA, FINLAND, FRANCE, GER-
MANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, IRELAND,
ISLE OF JERSEY, ISLE OF MAN, ISRAEL,
ITALY, KALINIGRAD, KENYA, MEXICO,
NETHERLANDS, PANAMA, POLAND,
PORTUGAL, PUERTO RICO, ROMANIA,
SLOVENIA, SPAIN, SWEDEN, SWITZER-
LAND, UKRAINE, United Kingdom
including England, Scotland, Wales
& Northern Ireland), USA (all states),
and VENEZUELA

One of Petty Officer Clement’s QSL
cards featuring, he tells us, a
somewhat younger him.



From the Editor
Canada’s Naval Memorials

While HMCS SACKVILLE in Halifax is billed as “the Canadian Naval Memorial’, it is worth remembering that SACKVILLE
is only one of two ships officially recognized as Naval Memorials. The other, of course, is HMCS HAIDA!

The MARITIME COMMAND MANUAL OF CEREMONY FOR HMC SHIPS, SUBMARINES AND NAVAL RESERVE DIVISIONS
states in Chapter Three, Section 6, Paragraph 3 under the heading Salutes to Landmarks and Naval Memorials that:
The “Still”is to be piped by HMC Ship’s and visiting warships when entering/leaving Harbour between Sunrise and
Sunset on passing;
a. the Sailors Monument located in Point Pleasant Park, Halifax;
b. the Canadian Naval Memorial, HMCS SACKVILLE, when berthed in the downtown Halifax waterfront during the
summer months; and
¢. HMCS HAIDA, berthed at HMCS STAR, Hamilton Ontario
We were proud to receive and return the salute from HMCS FREDERICTON when she entered harbour during her
Great Lakes Deployment 2010 visit to Hamilton.

Many of us who work with HAIDA, including your editor, are also trustees of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust and
value what HMCS SACKVILLE represents, the iconic small ship, RCNVR navy of WWII, while also appreciating that HMCS
HAIDA, the “fightingest” ship in the Canadian Navy, represents a different side of Canadian Naval Heritage during the
Second World War as well as the Korean War. We urge everyone to support both of the Canadian Naval Memorials.

Ship’s Office

As of the end of August, we have 242 members and almost fifty active volunteers. Remember to bring your FOH
membership cards with you when visiting the ship in order to gain free admission. From Labour Day to Thanksgiving,
the ship will be open only Fridays through Sundays, from 10:00 till 17:00 daily. After Thanksgiving, the ship will

be closed for the season, re-opening around Victoria Day next year.

Information Wanted

Almost everyone knows the story of how the Armed merchant Cruiser JERVIS BAY heroically took on the German
Heavy Cruiser ADMIRAL SCHEER (sister to GRAF SPEE of Battle of the River Plate fame) on 5 November 1940 while de-
fending the 38 ships of Convoy HX-84. One of the ships in the convoy was the CP SS BEAVERFORD which also
attempted to delay the enemy so that the convoy had time to scatter. One of our members, Ken Lloyd, having ex-
hausted everything that the Internet has to offer, is seeking additional information on the role of the BEAVERFORD in
this action.

S o e e e




Recent Events

B The ship’s season has been highlighted by six excellent events
s and one troubling announcement.

Sailors and Songs

Celebrate 100 years Of GO ' On Sunday, May 16th, we opened the season with a concert by the Stadacona
4 performeie . Band. This national travelling road show aimed to bring the Canadian Navy to

‘ I Canadians through music by highlighting over a century of history and naval

service to Canada. The concert was by turns poignant, hilarious and dramatic,

with a real sing-along atmosphere. These incredibly talented musicians dem-

onstrated that bands have come a long way from only appearing on parades.

A Musical Tribute to 100 Year ‘ 1 H !
Naval Service to Canada A Tribute to Hamilton’s Navy
6 June - D-Day

Our guest for this gala event was Vice Admiral Dean McFadden, Chief of
Maritime Staff.

Sailors and Songs

World Ship Trust
ﬁ"i‘ 29 June - International Maritime Heritage Award
HRH Prince Philip presented the award to Mr. Alan Latourelle, CEO Parks
l i -'-"-'----- Canada, for HMCS HAIDA on the occasion of the Centenary of the Canadian
"""""""" Navy. The award can be seen in the Wardroom Flats.
t / Summer Shore Leave Party
24 July
World Shlp Trust Despite a torrential rainfall accompanied by gale force winds, this Parks
Canada event was a great success. Music was provided by Sophisticated
Swing, a Burlington band, while FOH provided beer and wine for the guests.

The highlight had to be a group of Parks employees doing the jitterbug on
the foc's'le.

HAIDA's 67th birthday

30 August

The day started with the firing of “A” gun and the sounding of the brass
sirenette (a gift from FOH to the ship) followed by cake on the jetty and Up

. Spirits on the foc’s'le. The cake went quickly but the spirits remained high for
Some Happy Haidas at the Birthday Party ~ a while.




Recent Events

HMCS Fredericton Visit
7 to 10 September .
GLD 2010 (Great Lakes Deployment 2010) :
Our volunteers were privileged to have a private in-depth tour
of HMCS FREDERICTON during her stay, thanks to Lt(N) James
Zuliani, one of the ship’s officers. Thousands of local residents
also came down to tour the visiting frigate and many of them
took the opportunity to compare the old and the new by visiting
HMCS HAIDA as well. FOH partnered with Parks Canada to host
the FREDERICTON'’s wardroom to wine and cheese as well as
providing tours of HAIDA for members of FREDERICTON's ship’s
company.

i

anTey, M,

HMCS FREDERICTON alongside Pier 8 in
Hamilton (picture taken from HMCS HAIDA)

Parks Canada Marine Discovery Centre Closes

In 2004, Parks Canada opened their Canada Marine Discovery only a few hundred yards from HMCS HAIDA. Intended
to give visitors the opportunity to experience Canada’s national parks, national historic sites and national marine
conservation areas, as well as providing a fun and educational place to discover and appreciate our rich natural and
cultural heritage, the Discovery Centre was an excellent complement to HAIDA, allowing visitors to combine two dif-
ferent experiences within a short distance of each other. The announcement in August that the Discovery centre was
closing at the end of the month after only six years of operation came as a shock. The federal government, through
Parks Canada, has spent a lot of money on HMCS HAIDA since she came to Hamilton and, while we are assured that
the ship is safe and there are no plans to change the current arrangements, it is worth bearing in mind that there were
no announced intentions with regard to the Discovery Centre either. One can only hope!

The Discovery Centre in happier days.



Rounds

Work on maintaining and restor-
ing HMCS HAIDA is continuous .
The old wooden gratings on the
bridge, having suffered through
years of exposure to the elements,
had deteriorated to the point of
requiring replacement and the
work is being done this month.
Friends of HMCS HAIDA has man-
aged to obtain a vintage but fully
restored Captain’s Bridge Chair and
hopefully, that will be installed by
the beginning of next season. The
SPA-4 PPI radar repeater on the
bridge also suffered from abuse by
visitors and weather and plans are
in the works to replace it with one
in better shape and covered with
protective Plexiglas to prevent a
similar fate.

The decking in the PO’s Mess has
been freshly tiled and looks great
while repairs had to be affected to
the tiling in the Captain’s Day Cab-
in after damage from a leak (from
above, not below). The decking on
the after end of the 3”/50 gundeck
above the Squid handling Room is
scheduled for replacement this fall
as well.

The scuttle program continued
throughout the season and the ship
looks much more “tiddly” as a result.
It must be admitted, however, that
it is difficult to sustain the initial en-
thusiasm for polishing brass. | must
admit that my scuttles in the PO’s
Mess, while clean, are not ready for
Captain’s Rounds.

A Story

submitted by Jim Rayner, ex P2Bn (1970)

In the summer of 1963 | signed up
for my usual two weeks about an
RCN ship on the Great Lakes for my
training exposure that was offered to
us from HMCS Cataraqui as well as all
Reserve land bases.

As it turned out, the ship was short
of regular crew so at the end of my
two weeks formal training | asked if
my services could be used for the rest
of the summer. | ended up staying

2 months before | had to leave to go
back to high school.

| was a leading seaman at the time in
the Reserve and had experience sail-
ing as a sailing master on the Brigan-
tine St. Lawrence Il

My responsibilities while on board
were to look after all the two week re-
servists coming on for their training.
Basically, | was the NCO in charge of
the Reserve Division while they were
in training on the Haida.

| served regular ship and harbor
watches and on one such harbor
watch when we were anchored off
Niagara on the Lake, | was part of the
Cutter Crew serving as the Liberty
Boat. The lake that night was a bit
rough with about a 5 foot swell and
strong winds from the north west.
The last pick up at the dock was for 1
am and there were only about three
crew members to come on board.
The cutter crew consisted of the
helmsman, the stoker, a bowman and
a midships hand who handles lines
and pike poles.

As we headed out to Haida which
lay about a half mile off shore, the
cutter was taking some pretty hard

hits as it pushed over and through
and sometimes hit the swell from
the prevailing sea. One one occa-
sion the wave felt very hard and it
sounded as though some timber had
been cracked. As it turned out, we
had holed the cutter just forward of
the engine and were taking on water
quickly.

The helmsman ordered full power
on the engine even though the seas
were rough as he knew it was our
only chance to get close to Haida in
time for them to help us stay afloat.
As it turned out, the officer of the
watch saw us coming and we alerted
him to our distress. We came along
the lee side and ropes were thrown
to us and we were hauled around to
the windward side to the blocks and
the davit.

Gingerly we hooked on while bounc-
ing like a cork and left enough slack
in the block and tackle so as not to
rip out the couplings in the cutter.
The seaman up front hooking on the
forward block actually fell over board
and no one saw him go. He was not
wearing a life jacket. As he passed by
the cutter opening we saw his white
gun shirt under the water about 6
inches and grabbed the back of it
and pulled him up far enough so as
to get his arms over the inside of the
cutter and three of us pulled him in.
We pulled the scuttle plug on the
cutter and as we slowly hoisted her
up, the water drained out and we
were able to save the cutter to live
another day after it was repaired.



Crossing the Bar

Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark!

BEECH, George Austen (Aussi) - June
16,2010 in Toronto. During WWII, he

served with the RCN as CPO, Electri-
cal Artificer. He was a longstanding

member and treasurer of the HMCS
Haida Association

And may there be no sadness of
farewell,

When | embark;

CHARLES, John A. Rear Admiral -
September 25,2010 in Sooke, BC.
Captain of HMCS HAIDA from Octo-
ber 1953 to December 1954 during
HAIDA's second Korean Tour. Later
served as Maritime Commander
Pacific and retired in 1974 as Deputy
Chief of Defence Staff.

For through from out our bourne

of Time and Place

The flood may bear me far,

I hope to see my Pilot face to face

When | have crossed the bar.
COATES, John Jeffrey - May 21st,
2010 in Halifax. Anti-submarine coor-

dinating Officer of HMCS Haida when
she sank U-971 off the Biscay Coast

21st Annual General Meeting

Friends of HMCS HAIDA
Proxy

The undersigned member of the Friends of H.M.C.S. HAIDA, being eligible to

vote at the 21st Annual General Meeting of the Friends of H.M.C.S. HAIDA, to

be held at H.M.C.S. STAR, 650 Catharine Street North, Hamilton ON L8L 4V7 at
7:00 PM, on Monday, 18 October, 2010, hereby appoints:

Glenna Swing, or John Dolbec, or Martin Pandzich, or Darryl Jones, or
In place of the foregoing,

of

to vote on my behalf, or as otherwise directed by me in writing, in the election
of directors, and the conduct of any other business that may properly come
before this Annual General meeting, or at any adjournment thereof.

Signed:

Name (printed)

At (Municipality)

This day of 2010

«Membership must be paid and valid on the date of the AGM

on 24 June 1944. Awarded a Mention
in Dispatches “For bravery, skill and
devotion to duty in H.M. Ships Af-
fleck, Balfour, Eskimo, Wanderer and
Tavy and H.M. Canadian Ships Haida
and Huron in anti U-Boat operations.”

WARE, Fred - June 26th, 2010 in
Woodstock in his 89th year.

WHITLAW, James - August 23, 2010,
in his 88th year.

WELLAND, Robert Philip Rear Ad-
miral, RCN - May 28, 2010, in White
Rock, B.C. Second Commanding
Officer of HMCS Haida (1945) and CO
of HMCS Athabaskan in Korea for the
first year of that war.

Fair Winds and following seas.

Bravo Zulu to
Our Volunteers

Fifty-two active volunteers con-
tributed 2,642 hours of their

time during the period from last
September to the end of August,
an average of 51 hours per volun-
teer. Visitors consistently say that
our volunteers are the best part of
their visit to the ship!




Membership Options

Please check your choice of annual membership below:

Basic Membership $50 Membership card, a Day Pass to the ship, three issues of our
newsletter “Up Spirits”and a vote at AGM

In order to further the goals of Friends of HMCS HAIDA, many people choose to join or renew their memberships at a higher level.

Gold Membership $100 As above, plus a Family Day pass to HMCS HAIDA
Platinum Membership $250 As above, but with a Family Season pass to HMCS HAIDA
Life Membership $1000 | As above, but for life

In addition to my membership, | also wish to make a donation in support of:

Restoration Fund - maintenance & restoration projects in and around the ship,
e.g. the motor cutter display project $

Education Fund - school visits and other educational projects $

| am not able to become a member at this time, but still wish to support Friends of HMCS HAIDA. | $

All contributions are very much appreciated. Tax receipts will be issued for all memberships and donations of $25 and over.

Name: Amount Enclosed: $
Address:

City: Province: Postal Code:
Phone: Email Address:

Please make cheques payable to “Friends of HMCS HAIDA” and mail to: Friends of HMCS HAIDA,
658 Catharine Street North, Hamilton ON L8L 4V7 or visit www.hmcshaida.ca to join or donate online.

- FRIENDS OF

H.M.CS. HAIDA

658 Catharine St. N., Hamilton ON L8L 4V7

We hope you e%y'oyed thes edition gﬁ Up Spirits”



