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During the past few months we have been restructuring.

Restructuring is such a simple word, yet this activity has changed our organization into a purely
volunteer workforce refocusing on its education programs and volunteers.

Our focus in sharing the HMCS HAIDA story through our Schools project and outreach program is to
create a renewed relevance in the Canadian Navy story for our visitors; our ship and Hamiltonians.

We achieve this aim through our education programs reaching out to new generations in partnership
with Parks Canada. Our Web site and Facebook page connect worldwide while we link with other
Associations and put on exhibits at Hamilton’s Tattoo and Festivals. Our next projects will be our new
HAIDA video and Social Media initiative.

Our aim to reach out is supported by our fledgling Museum discovering previously untold stories that
are quickly included in material for our Schools program. When a visiting veteran spots a familiar item
in a display case and shows how it was used, there is a wonderful moment of sharing. Not only for our
volunteers and the veteran’s family but for the crew members of visiting War ships who often ask about
unfamiliar artifacts and receive the veteran’s explanation through our volunteers. Together, we are the
continuing story of the Royal Canadian Navy and of HMCS HAIDA.

Our Volunteer program seeks out fresh volunteers and accommodates their chosen work as closely as
possible. We offer Ship or Shore work. On the Shore we include Naval research and archivist; Skills
demonstrator; Shop attendant; financial assistant; communications assistant; Editor; Purchaser and any
other skill that can benefit the HAIDA. On the Ship, we focus on existing skills and skills that a volunteer
is willing to learn. Whether it is maintenance or ship board knowledge, there is a place for you.

Our changes can only take place through dedicated volunteers. Each volunteer to the Board of Directors
is asked to accept a portfolio and to report each month how that portfolio is functioning. Much of our
Board



activity is managed as individual projects. This means that assets can be allocated to the Director for a
limited period until the project is completed. For example the Director responsible for the Visitors shop
has funds to employ full and part time staff for the Visitor season and to purchase retail items. Another
Director receives funds to produce and provide HMCS HAIDA with Boat Bags. Our activities are Project
based, with a budget and an end date.

In summary, our aim is to sustain and develop HMCS HAIDA; her story and her people. We achieve this
by building a Friends organization that is relevant to our ship; our members and our community.

At the present moment we are succeeding in our aim by:

a. Establishing a Project focused Board of Directors.

b. Supporting and establishing a completely volunteer Board of Directors.
c. Nurturing a special “Friends” relationship with Parks Canada.

d. Continually seeking and recruiting new skills and talents for the Board.

e. Seeking and developing new ways to share HMCS HAIDA with the World

To our Volunteers and supporters; thank you for your patience and continued support during this
transition.

Ken Lloyd C.D.,M.A
President

Board of Directors
Friends of HMCS HAIDA



A Farewell to our departed Board members

During our transition the following members have departed our Board.

Each departing member receives a formal certificate recording their service as a Director on the Board
of the Friends of HMCS HAIDA.

We bid farewell to:

Glenna Swing President of the Board

John Dolbec Vice President of the Board

Darryl Jones Past President of the Board

Michael Ng Treasurer of the Board

Neil Bell Executive Director and Board Secretary
Martin Pandzich Director

Keith Robson Director

Larry Dilanni Director

Darla Campbell Ex officio, Parks Canada

Fred Lee Director deceased whilst still serving

Board of Directors Update
Friends of HMCS HAIDA
During our transition there are a number of changes reflecting the volunteer membership of the Board

and its management by Project.
Ken Lloyd President and Executive member
Herb Holst Treasurer and Executive member

Directors with portfolio: (in alphabetical order)

Andy Barber Director of Volunteers

Rev Bill Thomas Director of Associations

Bruce Tidd Director of Museum and Collections

Carl Copp Director and Co-chair of Museum and Collections.
George Stal Director of Membership

Hoo Jung Jones Director of Fund Raising and Grants.

Mike Georgakopoulos Director of Events and Retailing

Mike Vencel Director of Education.

Peter Dixon Director and Recording Secretary

Lt(N)Ashley Beatie Director of oral history and communications

Directors and ex officio members

Fern Viola Director

Rick Bialachowski Director

James Cimba Director Ex officio Hamilton Port Authority
LCdr Shekhar Gothi Director Ex officio HMCS STAR

Alisha Campbell Ex officio Parks Canada

Jared Picher Ex officio Parks Canada



The following article comes from our archives for your reading enjoyment.
Letter from Milt VanMoren [ a Member of Friends of HMCS Haida]

A “Sea Story” that involves a memory of HMCS Haida.

The sea story takes place during the Korean War.

Just call this a “Sea Story”.

The last Sea Story; finally had to be “Cleared” through the office of the US Navy Seals in the Pentagon
and was published in a book on covert operations in Korea!

If you can get this story published | would like to give any bursement to “The Friends of HMCS Haida”, of
which I am a member. | had a wonderful stroll down memory lane when | visited the Haida this past
June.

The Mission:

Milt Van Moren Chief Petty Officer retired USNR.

There were four of them, three were Brits, Royal Marine Commandos and one was American, a US Navy
frogman. They came aboard HMCS Haida, at Sasebo Japan. The four commandos were hustled off to the
ship’s officers’ quarters where they stayed, their entire time on the Haida, while at sea.

On the fifth day, at dusk, the Haida arrived off the coast of Manchuria, near the border of North Korea. It
was in the spring of 52, but the weather still had a touch of winter in it and snow was falling heavy, as
the Canadian ship slowed for rendezvous, with a Chinese Junk. The crew of the ship barely watched from
the Signal Bridge and main deck as the four men climbed down a rope ladder and onto the junk.

The Haida remained on a patrolling course until the junk was close into the land.
The skipper commenced a course change that would take the ship out to sea and then south.

The four commandos entered the forward hole of the Junk; the skipper of the junk was a member of the
S-Jap group, former Japanese sailors working in the employ of the US. His crew was made up of five
South



Korean Marines. They had been conducting behind the line operations since the winter of 51, when
things went bad for MacArthur and the American military: when the Chinese entered then war.

They sailed straight toward a cliff that opened up; once near it into a small safe harbour. Once into the
harbour the four commandos went ashore, they were met by a Manchurian man and a North Korean
woman. The snow was falling harder, and it covered the tracks of the oxcart they were riding in.

By morning they arrived at a small North Korean village that was a fuelling stop for the Manchurian
express. The four commandos hid in a tool shed and they waited the north bound train that would take
them to their mission site. Just a few miles inside the Manchurian border.

Their mission, to discover the truth about United Nations POW'’s being taken to China and Russia. They
were going to seek out wittiness’s or themselves become witnesses’, to prisoners of war being held in
communist prisons outside of North Korea.

They heard the train arriving and they waited for enough time to lapse for the train to take on water
before starting its journey to the border.

Something went wrong! Or someone had compromised them, they were no more into the boxcar, when
it was shut and locked from the outside making prisoners of the four men inside.

The train stopped five miles into Manchuria! Two cars of Chinese police were waiting. Eight of the
approached the car in which the commandos were prisoners, unknowing to themselves! They heard the
door being unlocked; they saw it being pushed back. As soon as it was open they leaped out the door
startling the police, but one of them hit the rail and broke his ankle. He was the officer in charge of the
mission! The others ran to him, a fire fight started between the commandos and the police. The man
with the broken ankle was killed. The police surrounded and captured the others. Their hands were tied
behind them and they were taken to a small house that was the guard station headquarters for the
police.

The police Captain picked the American to interrogate, he figured him easy. The others were locked in
the basement of the house.

The American was tied to a coat rack and beaten in the upper body and face; he was heard to say over
and over, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus”.



When the policeman stopped beating him a North Korean who spoke English asked him “who are you?.”
The American said “Jesus is really present in the Holy Eucharist”.

When slapped again and again he repeated the word “Jesus”.

Once more he was asked, “Who are you? Where did you come from? Why are you here?”

“Mary is the Mother of God!” the American said.

In anger the policeman knocked him unconscious and he was thrown in the basement with the two Brits.

The police apparently decided to call in someone from the army command post and they failed to really
shakedown the two Brits.

One of them had an American 45 pistol in a holster under his armpit the police did not know it was on his
person, nor did they strip search the men.

They even had a small first aid kit and they doctored and cleaned up the American who had been beaten,
his nose was broken and two of his ribs were fractured but he was basically in a fighting mood and when
he learned of the hidden pistol volunteered to be the shooter. The Brit said no mate, and the shooter was
he.

The door to the basement led outside not into the house. In the morning at first light a policeman came
bringing some rice to feed the prisoners. When he stepped on the basement floor he was shot dead!

The American took the dead policeman’s rifle, the other Brit took his pistol and four policemen were shot
dead leaving the house. The three commandos jumped in a car and killed two more policemen while
trying to start the car!

The Captain of the Police ran onto the porch of the house, the American shot him with the Russian
carbine.

They started driving south; they turned on the siren to make everyone believe they were the Police
involved in the chase.

After fifty miles the car ran out of gas and they set it on fire and headed for a steppe of fir trees that ran
alongside the railroad. They followed the tracks for miles until they came to a tunnel, they waited
figuring the train



would have to slow for the tunnel. They were right, they caught the caboose, it was a surprised
brakeman and conductor who were shot and thrown from the train.

They were going south the way they had come. They hoped to find the junk and get a ride back to South
Korea and freedom.

They jumped from the train just after midnight and headed east toward the shoreline. About
midmorning they saw three junks tied to each other but anchored out about a mile in the harbour. They
found a couple of logs washed up near the shore, they used them to swim out to the junks, and they
were their cover. Once near the junks they spotted the one that brought them in and almost shot one of
the Korean Marines before he recognized them.

He hurried them on board and into the forward hatch. He then ran up a yellow flag that notified the crew
ashore to come out to the junk. Within minutes they came out to their ship.

An American LST was bringing radio equipment in for the junk to pickup, but it would be three days
before they were due in.

The American told the Japanese skipper of the compromise. He told someone in the fishing village and
the “Compromisers” were well sort of compromised, silences so to speak!

Ten days later the LST landed in Kobe Japan, The three commandos were met by some British civilians.
The American was flown home the long way! By way of London!

Footnote:

This is a formalized version of the handwritten letter from Milt VanMoren some time ago to the then
President of Friends of HMCS Haida John Byrne.

Archive Number A0040
Bruce Tidd
Museum Director

Upcoming Events

> Korea War Naval Ceremony to be held on July 28" alongside the ship



Ken Lloyd and Andy Barber attending the Athabaskan memorial service on board HMCS Haida.
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Hoojong Jones receives her Jubilee Medal




Bill Thomas with his Queens Jubilee Medal




Wedding photo of Leading seaman and Mrs Noseworthy
Circa 1945:
Leading Seaman Stoker2/C James Noseworthy born September 24 1924 Spaniard’s Bay NFLD.

Volunteered June 4 1942.

Served:

July 6/42 to July 8/42 HMCS Star

July 8/42 to Oct.12/42 HMCS Epoch

Oct. 13/42 to Dec.31/42 HMCS Cornwallis
Jan.1/43 to Feb.18/43 HMCS York
Feb.19/43 to Apr.19/43 HMCS Stadacona
Apr.20/43 to June 1 /43 HMCS Avalon
June 2/43 to Mar.31/44 HMCS Restigouche
Apr.1/44 to Sept.30/44 HMCS Niobe
Oct.1/44 to Oct.14/44 HMCS Stadacona

Oct.15/44 to Dec.14/44 HMCS Restigouche



Dec.15/44 to Dec.18/44 HMCS Peregrine
Dec.19/44 to Dec.18/45 HMCS Scotian

Discharged July 23/45

The family have donated his navy blanket, copies of his service records and the attached wedding photo

for our museum



Our joint display with Signals for the 2012 Tattoo

Friends of HMCS Haida Museum now open for visitation:

Finally we have our Friends of HMCS Haida Museum open to the public.

Over the past winter we have been working hard cataloguing items, installing donated display cases,
painting and displaying our artifacts.

Our focus is on showcasing the artifacts associated with the men of the HMCS Haida and the Royal
Canadian Navy.

The Museum would welcome any additional items from anyone who would like to donate.

From time to time we will be changing the items displayed.

We invite all FOH Members and their families to visit our current display.

We are currently seeking donation of any Naval artifacts.

Our newly opened museum



