
Every July 27th, Friends of 
HMCS HAIDA joins hundreds 
of others at the Korean War 
memorial Wall in Meadowvale 
Cemetery in Brampton for the 
annual commemoration of 
those Canadians who served 
in the Korean War.  This year, 
HMCS HAIDA also hosted 
“Remembering the Korean War” 
on the following day.  There was 
a reception at HMCS STAR for 
both veterans of the conflict and 

the local Korean community and 
two Korean War veterans, our 
own Andy Barber and Ron Kirk, 
were onboard with pictures and 
stories about their experiences, 
both during the war and during a 
recent return visit to South Korea.  
This event was well attended and 
it is hoped that it will become an 
annual event.

In This Issue:
Ship’s Calendar•	
From The Editor•	
Help Wanted•	
Membership•	
Crossing the Bar•	
Rounds•	
The “John” Event•	
D-Day Gala Dinner•	
Loose Lips Sink Ships•	
Museum Ships: USS Slater•	

The Haida Watch•	

Volume 21, Number 1    August  2011

Canada’s Forgotten War 

Prime Minister Harper addresses the veterans during the 
memorial service.  (With thanks to Meadowvale Cemetery)

Chris Ecklund, of Canadian 
Heroes, has been lighting up 
Hamilton waterfalls for several 
years now and he agreed to do 
an illumination of HAIDA to tie in 
with the end of our D-Day Gala 
Dinner.  There were 64 lamps with 
blue gel filters putting out 1.8 
billion candlepower!  Photo by Kevin 

Lee. (kevin.lee@cowangroup.ca)
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“Up Spirits” is the newsletter of 
Friends of HMCS HAIDA.  Address all 
communications to the editor at the 
above address.

Ship’s Calendar
We focus on events on the ship or in the Hamilton area.  If you would like your 
event mentioned, please let us know.  For more information about any of 
these events, please contact the ship’s office at 905-523-0682.

30 August 2011
68th anniversary of the ship’s commissioning, celebrated as the ship’s 
birthday.

8-12 September 2011 
HMCS MONTREAL, fresh from taking the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
from Montreal to Quebec City during the recent Royal visit, will be visiting 
Hamilton as part of Great Lakes Deployment (GLD) 2011.  MONTREAL will be 
open for visitors and both ships will be hosting reciprocal receptions.

							       HMCS MONTREAL
12 September 2011 
Ship begins operating on reduced hours, Wednesday through Sunday

10 October 2011 
Thanksgiving.  The ship closes for the season.

From The Editor
Our 22nd Annual General Meeting was held on Monday, 16th May at 
HMCS STAR.  The Board thanked the outgoing members, John Dolbec, 
Larry DiIanni, Michael Ng and J. Keith Robson for their service and 
agreed to ask Peter Dixon, a Toronto based HAIDA historian, Mike Geor-
gakapoulos, a local restaurateur, and HooJung Jones, a well known for-
mer Board member, to join the Board.  In order to make more effective 
use of the scarce resources that are available to us in order to fulfill our 
mandate, the Board has decided that we need to switch from a model 
where services are delivered by a paid staff to one where the functions 
of the organization are carried out almost exclusively by volunteers.  I 
have served as the Executive Director of Friends of HMCS HAIDA for 
over two years, during which time, as Kipling would have it, we met 
with both “triumph and disaster”.  I intend to remain as a Friends of 
HAIDA volunteer, both ashore helping with the transition, and onboard 
ship, and would like to thank the members of the Board, the staff from 
Parks Canada and, most importantly, the volunteers, whom I have had 
the pleasure of working with.		
					     Neil S. Bell



Membership
As of the end of July, we have 193 regular members, including 27 Legions and veterans’ organizations.  Over a third 
of members chose to join at the Gold or Platinum level and we are very grateful for their increased support.  The 
mail disruption will have slowed things down but everyone should by now have membership cards and tax receipts.  
Remember that if you are visiting the ship, you will need your membership card as it serves as your admission.

Help Wanted 
•	 The Digital Age	 I sent out the last issue of our newsletter by email to those of you whose addresses we had.  

Many of you indicated that you would be happy to receive it that way in the future without a paper copy.  If you 
would like to receive future issues of Up Spirits by email, thus saving us a considerable amount on postage and 
printing, please send an email to hmcshaida@bellnet.ca with Up Spirits in the subject line and we’ll compile a list.  
Thanks.

•	 HAIDA Nominal Role   I’m still working on compiling as comprehensive a list as possible of all who served in 
HAIDA during her twenty years in service.  If you served in HAIDA or know of any who did, please let me know at 
hmcshaida@bellnet.ca.

Crossing the Bar
From The Editor

Twilight and evening bell, and after that the dark!
And may there be no sadness of farewell,
When I embark;

For through from out our bourne of Time and Place
The flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my Pilot face to face when I have crossed the bar. 

Morrison, Robert C, ex-HAIDA, 11 May 2011 in Dartmouth, NS
Slade, Edward “Ted”, 75, ex-HAIDA, 11 June 2011 in 
Mississauga, ON

Fair Winds and following seas.



Visitors to the After Upper Mess 

Deck are no longer greeted by the 

sounds of silence.  A soundscape has 

been created with messdeck sounds, 

the chatter of conversation, slam-

ming hatches and even the occa-

sional routine pipe from a bos’n’s call 

(Purists be warned, the bos’n’s call 

is a work in progress!).  The Chief’s 

Mess features radio music while the 

wardroom has as an anachronistic 

news broadcast of Prime Minister 

Mackenzie King’s announcement of 

the declaration of war on 3 Septem-

ber, 1939, four years before HAIDA 

was commissioned.

Rounds

HAIDA volunteer Marg Mathers, who last 
year originated the “Adopt a Scuttle” pro-
gramme which resulted in a large increase 
in the amount of shiny brass onboard, 
has this year painstakingly cleaned and 
painted the Engineering Workshop.

The Damage Control Office on the upper 
deck just forward of the torpedo tubes has 
been cleaned out and painted with a new 
desk installed as well as the Damage con-
trol phone exchange for the ship, “May Be 
Left Open” hatch and door markings and 
damage control drawings for the ship.

The after lower mess deck has also been cleaned up and painted and is now available for use by school groups when they visit as a  
classroom space.



The “John” Event

D-Day Gala Dinner

John Dolbec, a Director since 
HAIDA came to Hamilton, recently 
completed his term on the Board, 
having served as Vice President and 
Treasurer.  John has worked as the 
Hamilton Chamber of Commerce’s 
CEO since 1997  and this summer 
he embarked on a new venture as 
president and CEO of TransHUB 
Ontario, with a mandate to promote 
and develop the Hamilton area as 

an environmentally sustainable 
goods movement gateway to 
Southern Ontario.  The Connections 
Committee of the Hamilton 
Chamber of Commerce took the 
opportunity to hold a roast for John 
at the Sheraton Hamilton Hotel 
and Conference Centre on Tuesday 
May 10th, 2011.  John asked that 
proceeds from the roast go to FOH 
and, at our D-Day Gala Dinner on 

6 June, Melissa Heffernan from the 
Connections Committee presented 
an oversize cheque for over four 
thousand dollars to FOH.  Our thanks 
go out to John, not only for his 
years of service but for his parting 
gift.  Thanks also to the Connections 
Committee of the Hamilton Chamber 
of Commerce.

This year’s D-Day event was an 
exciting one.  We started with the 
memorial portion of the event at 
the ship followed by drinks and 
hors d’oeuvres on the beautiful 
waterfront patio of the Hamilton 
Waterfront Banquet Centre in front 
of the Royal Hamilton Yacht Club.  
Then over one hundred thirty guests 

sat down at for a gourmet meal 
prepared by the chefs of the Golden 
Horseshoe Culinary Team, a group 
that has represented Canada at 
culinary competitions around the 
world.  Following the dinner, we were 
entertained by a group of young 
people called The Hammer Hoppers, 
who performed “Lindy Hop” swing 

dancing.  Afterwards, we were both 
enlightened and entertained by our 
guest speaker, Captain(N) Marty Teft, 
the Director of Maritime Personnel. 

John Dolbec, Melissa Heffernan from the 
Chamber of Commerce Connections Com-
mittee and Captain(N) Marty Teft at the 
cheque presentation.

Chefs from the Golden Horseshoe Culinary Team flanked by Board member, retired RCMP 
Staff Sgt Carl Copp, receive the applause of appreciative diners.

Our guest speaker, Captain(N) Marty Teft, 
thanking Andy Irwin, Toronto Branch of the 
Naval Officers Association of Canada for a 
presentation of the NOAC publication  ABC 
of the Battle of the Atlantic to be given to 
the CMS.



Loose Lips Sink Ships
When HMCS HAIDA opened to 
the public in Hamilton in 2004 she 
attracted 53,099 visitors.  In the six 
years since then, attendance has 
averaged around 13,000.  Since the 
season is around one hundred thirty 
days long, that means an average 
of one hundred visitors a day.  In 
this political climate, small visitor 
numbers could sink a ship much 
more effectively than loose lips.  With 
a federal debt of $562 billion dollars 
and a government obviously looking 
for ways to reduce it, we have to 
do our best to ensure that HAIDA 
doesn’t become a victim of cost-
cutters.  

Is cost a factor in the number of 
visitors?  The admission price of $3.90 
per adult hardly seems exorbitant, 
although the large visitor numbers 
during her first year may have 
been influenced by the fact that no 
admission was charged, and visitor 
numbers do go up substantially 
when ever free admission is offered, 
such as on Canada Day. 
In real estate, the slogan is “location, 
location, location”.  When the ship 

was in Toronto, she was at Ontario 
Place, visible to thousands of 
people driving by daily; whereas in 
Hamilton, she is located at the end of 
a disconnected dead-end street, in 
an industrial area of town, separated 
from the public use area of the 
harbor by run-down warehouses.

If one wants visitors, people have to 
know that you’re there.  HAIDA is a 
well kept secret, partly because of 
the difficulty of advertising.  Parks 
Canada does their best but they 

are handicapped by government 
regulations.  For example, when 
all advertising for this season was 
going to press, a federal election 
was called and all the advertising 
had to be pulled.  By the time the 
ban on advertising was lifted, most 
publications had gone to press for 
the year without any mention of 
HMCS HAIDA.

That’s where the loose lips come in.  
All of us who believe that HAIDA is 
worth saving need to ensure that 
we talk about her.  Write letters to 
Parks Canada, to Heritage Canada, 
to the Prime Minister.  Mention her 
in messes, legion halls and veteran’s 
clubs.  Leave your copy of Up Spirits 
somewhere where others can see it 
when you are finished with it.  We 
at Friends of HMCS HAIDA have 
added another portion to our slogan: 
“Promotion” now takes its place with 
Preservation, Commemoration and 
Education.  We will be discussing how 
we can cooperate with Parks Canada 
to ensure that people know about 
HMCS HAIDA and that our ship isn’t 
sunk because someone didn’t talk!

USS SLATER is a Cannon Class 
destroyer escort which served in the 
US Navy from  1944 to 1947, both in 
the Atlantic and the Pacific.  Later, 
she served forty years in the Greek 
Navy before becoming a museum 
ship in 1997.   Although only about 
two thirds of HAIDA’s displacement, 
the two share many similarities.  
Preserved in Albany, New York on the 

Hudson River, she is open April 
through November and receives 
about fifteen thousand visitors a year, 
most of whom receive a guided tour, 
accomplished by a combination of 
volunteers and a half a dozen college 
students hired each summer.

Museum Ships
USS Slater

Zachary Harris, 4 ½ years old, grandson of Board mem-
ber Bruce Tidd, tries on granddad’s hat for size.



The HAIDA Watch

The Friends of HMCS Haida have 

commissioned one of Canada’s 

leading watch designers Time 

is Ticking Inc., to issue a truly 

remarkable limited edition 

commemorative timepiece 

which will reflect the great 

heritage of the “Fightingest” 

Ship in the Royal Canadian Navy. 

The “HMCS Haida” watch is 

made with Seiko movements. 

Gold plating is 24 karat, 

monogrammed caseback and 

a striking alligator style leather-

strap manufactured by the 

Speidel Corporation. Each watch 

is being offered for only $65.00 

(plus applicable taxes, shipping 

and handling) which is far below 

its actual value of approximately 

$180.00. All watches will 

be shipped in a distinctly 

monogrammed velveteen 

collector’s box

Purchase an HMCS Haida watch 

as a timely and lasting memento 

of this truly historic ship and to 

all who served on her. Will make 

a unique Christmas gift. All sales 

are final.  HMCS Haida

For further information or to 

place an order, please contact: 

Time is Ticking Inc., by phone at 

416-925-5520

Fax: 416-925 5641 • E-mail: 

timeisticking@sympatico.ca • 

Website: www.timeisticking.ca



658 Catharine St. N., Hamilton ON L8L 4V7

Membership Options

Please check your choice of annual membership below:

Basic Membership $50 Membership card, a Day Pass to the ship, three issues of our  
newsletter “Up Spirits” and a vote at AGM

In order to further the goals of Friends of HMCS HAIDA, many people choose to join or renew their memberships at a higher level.

Gold Membership $100 As above, plus a Family Day pass to HMCS HAIDA

Platinum Membership $250 As above, but with a Family Season pass to HMCS HAIDA

Life Membership $1000 As above, but for life, plus an opportunity to fire the “Noon Gun”

            

Restoration Fund - maintenance & restoration projects in and around the ship,  
e.g. the motor cutter display project $ _______

Education Fund - school visits and other educational projects $ _______

I am not able to become a member at this time, but still wish to support Friends of HMCS HAIDA. $ _______
All contributions are very much appreciated.  Tax receipts will be issued for all memberships and donations of $25 and over.

Name: ___________________________________________________________ Amount Enclosed:  $ _ _______________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________		

City: _ _______________________________________  Province: ___________________ Postal Code: _ _______________ 

Phone: _ _________________________________ Email Address:______________________________________________

Please make cheques payable to “Friends of HMCS HAIDA” and mail to: Friends of HMCS HAIDA,  
658 Catharine Street North, Hamilton ON L8L 4V7 or  visit www.hmcshaida.ca to join or donate online.

In addition to my membership, I also wish to make a donation in support of:

We hope you enjoyed this edition of “Up Spirits”


